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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

Visit woldgate.net 
for more details

If you are a Year 9 Parent then you 
might be aware that our School 
Council shared its four designs for 

the proposed new school uniform 
for September 2016 with pupils this 
week. The Year 9 School Council has 
worked hard to identify the key design 
requirements, has received samples 
from several companies and last 
week visited forms to seek feedback 
from fellow pupils. The designs 
have been developed in partnership 

with leading uniform providers to 
meet the criteria set-out from the 
parental survey last year, where 81% 
requested a change to a traditional 
uniform, to respond to staff requests 
for a more professional and smart 
uniform, and of course, in response 
to pupil requests, to replace the 
‘casual’ and ‘tired’ appearance of the 
current uniform.

The response to the new uniform 

designs from pupils has, so far, been 
overwhelming positive and it was 
wonderful to see pupils from our 
School Council looking smart as they 
tried on the new uniform earlier 
in the week. We will, therefore, be 
consulting with current Year 6 and 
Year 9 parents, on the introduction 
of a new uniform in September 2016 
for Year 7 and Year 10. 

Continued page 3...

New School UNiform
Year 9 Student Council share their vision for a new uniform.
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Key DateS

SpriNg term

4th January  to 11th February 2016

22nd February to 24th march 2016

SUmmer term

11th april  -  27th may 2016

6th June  - 22nd July 2016

Staff traiNiNg 
DayS

 12th February 2016

pluS 2 diSaggregated dayS 

25th & 26th July 2016

iNterNal exam weeKS

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

year 12
W/c 22nd February 2016

year 13
W/c 22nd February 2016

Welcome

heaDteacher’S welcome

This week, I have met with pupils as part of our IAG 
process. It is always a great pleasure to speak to our 
pupils and an absolute privilege to listen to our young 

people talk about their future hopes and aspirations. The 
meetings as well as providing impartial guidance on further, 
higher education, apprenticeships and employment, also 
provide an opportunity to review mock examination grades 
and to plan carefully the areas each individual pupil will need 
to focus on as they prepare for their final examinations in a 
few months. 

In these meetings, I am always impressed by how well-prepared our young 
people are as they make important decisions about the future, be it 
considering the combination of subjects that would provide the best basis 
for further study or, in some cases, the course they would like to study 
at a specific university. Pupils arrive with numerous questions and the 
conversation quickly starts to focus on how they can achieve their goals. For 
some, this is about keeping options open and building upon prior success, 
whilst for others it is about realising that the combination of subjects is 
vitally important, and that sometimes to ensure that you can progress, 
you must continue to study certain subjects, to ensure progression routes 
remain open. Whether to keep options open or to ensure a specific goal 
is achieved, the opportunity to talk at length about future plans ensures 
our young people are both informed and can, with the support of parents, 
make important choices.

I know that for me, these meetings really do bring home how wonderful 
our pupils are and how fortunate we are as a community to have such 
exceptional young people. It also reminds me of the responsibility we 
have as a school to ensure they have every opportunity to achieve their 
goals. I know from meeting former pupils, that there is no greater joy in 
teaching than seeing a young adult who has left your subject or school 
and has succeeded in their chosen career. After meeting our young people 
individually this week, I am sure I will see our doctors, joiners, accountants, 
actors, barristers, musicians and teachers of the future and, more 
importantly, I have seen in these young people those unique qualities that 
will define them as individuals and members of our community.

Finally, I would like to thank the large number of parents who have 
responded to our consultation on Rewards. I know the Rewards Working 
Group is looking forward to studying the feedback next week. It will inform 
their planning as they start to finalise their ideas. It was particularly helpful 
this week to listen to the feedback from our School Council and to hear the 
similarities between the points being discussed by pupils and staff. If you 
would like to contribute, then please do use the following link to access 
our short survey. 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateCollege/

Social meDia

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WoldgateRewards
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noticeboard

heaDteacher’S 
awarD

year 7
loWri davieS

andreW morley

year 8
Zoe lennon

chloe mcculloch

year 9
Shelly beSt

Will greenaWay

harry Scott

lily Wallace

year 10
megan banniSter

adam Stone

year 11
verity anderSon

curtoS gilmour

lateS
Our school day begins at 8:45am. At 8:50am the first bell sounds, this 
marks the start of form time, during which pupils and Sixth Form students 
are registered. They also receive updates and notices, and Form Tutors can 
meet with pupils and students to discuss any issues or concerns.  Form time 
helps to prepare our pupils and students for the rigours and challenges of 
a day of learning. It is vital that all pupils and students arrive to school well 
before 8:45am, to ensure that they are calm, settled and do not miss out 
on this essential pastoral care.

In order to arrive at school before 8:45am, pupils who walk to school must 
ensure that they allow plenty of time to cover the distance.  All pupils 
who arrive after 8:50am are required to sign a register as they arrive.  If 
pupils are regularly late to school, we will work with parents to agree new 
routines and travel arrangements to ensure that pupils arrive to school in 
good time.

If you are aware of any reasons that might cause your child to arrive at 
school after 8:45am, please do contact us.

...From front page.

We will have the 
three remaining 
uniform designs 
( f o l l o w i n g 
consultat ion 
with pupils) 
on display in 
school over 
the next 
term and in 
next weeks’ 
newsletter we 
will include a 
link to our online 
consultation, so you will 
be able to share your views 
on the three proposed designs. We 
will include specific details at that 
point. With over 1000 responses 
from parents in our last survey, we 
have all worked hard to find designs 

that reflect the feedback we received 
and responds to the 81% of parents 
who asked for a change. We hope 
you will like one of the new proposed 
designs and look forward to hearing 

from you next week as part of the 
ongoing consultation.

There is a real “buzz” abouT The prospecT of a new 
uniform, chosen by year 9. pupils are aware ThaT The 

decisions They make will have long Term consequences, 
buT are honoured To have The responsibiliTy of 
choosing someThing which will ouTlasT Their Time 
aT woldgaTe. form reps have been exTremely 
maTure and helpful in Their inpuT and The process 
has been very informaTive. will greenaway 
commenTed ThaT he felT: “very smarT” in his grey 

jackeT and Trousers and has enjoyed being parT of 
The process. i would like To add my personal Thanks 

To The willing models for demonsTraTing The choices 
on offer and To year 9 for Their consTrucTive and 

helpful suggesTions. - mrs geary

“iT has been greaT To 
work wiTh The sTudenT 

council To ensure ThaT sTudenT 
voice is aT The fore fronT of The 

changes. This is jusT one of The 
many responsibiliTies ThaT The 
sTudenT council have and They 

have approached iT wiTh greaT 
maTuriTy and professionalism” 

- mr barreTT
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Key DateS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 7
11th, 16th & 17th march

geography FieldWork 
trip to mancheSter

year 8
15th march

technology challenge tbc

24th march

civil War re-enactment event

year 9
4th February

kS4 inFormation evening 
For yr9 parentS

1800 - 2000

25th February

parentS’ evening

1630 - 1900

mr SlomaN writeS:

This is a busy week for our Lower School pupils. Our 
Year 9 pupils have spent the last few weeks discussing 
careers and higher education in their Citizenship 

lessons, and on Thursday they will begin the process of 
choosing their GCSE option subjects during our Key Stage 
4 Information Evening.  Throughout the evening, pupils and 
their parents will have the opportunity to talk to subject 
teachers about the content of GCSE courses, as well as how 
each subject influence future university and career paths.  
It is an exciting time for our Year 9 pupils and I am looking 

forward to seeing both them and their parents during the evening.

Also on Thursday, our Year 7 pupils will be taking part in our ‘Epic Quiz’ 
during the morning.  Our Year 7 pupils will work together in their forms, 
pitting their knowledge of a range of subjects against the others.  All pupils 
have the opportunity to take part, and it is also nice to see the strong 
sense of camaraderie that has developed amongst our Year 7 pupils since 
September.  The winning form will win our Year 7 ‘Cup of Victory’, as well 
as some edible prizes to share in form. 

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

wolDgate pUpilS are KeepiNg the lightS oN!

Engineers of the future at Woldgate have been learning about renewable 
energy in the SuperGrid Challenge Day competition organised in 
partnership with the Humberside Engineering and Training Association 

(HETA).

During an intensive day, sixteen pupils worked in teams to design and build 
their own wind turbines using a range of materials.  The winning team was 
decided on the basis of both their turbine design and how well they had 
demonstrated a range of key skills.

Jes Coop of HETA said “The increasing demand on renewable energy in the 
future means lots of career opportunities for young people in our area with 
interests in engineering, design and the natural sciences.”

“The pupils who have taken part in this challenge have shown remarkable 
ingenuity and teamwork throughout the day.  We are going to be depending 
on young people like this to solve our energy problems in the years to come.”

Jes also commented on the commitment of the young people involved “The 
pupils have been one of the 
best school groups that I have 
worked with. All of them were 
keen and proactively taking part. 
It has been great”

Paul Barrett, Careers 
Coordinator added “This is 
just one of many events we 
organise for our pupils to gain 
valuable experience of working 
in different industries. At 
Woldgate, we encourage all our 
pupils to extend their horizons 
by considering all possible 

career options.”
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Key DateS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 10
14th march

inJectionS

17th march

employer Q&a

year 11
8th February

parentS’ evening

1630 - 1900

9th - 15th February

berlin viSit -  gcSe hiStory

22 February

Sixth Form application deadline

mS loNgStaff writeS:
upper School & Sixth Form college

This week has been an extremely interesting one and 
it was lovely to help welcome our Year 9 pupils to 
their Options’ Evening last night.  They are about to 

make some crucial choices about which subjects they would 
like to study in the future and I know that Mrs Geary has 
been working hard to arrange for her pupils to hear about 
different subjects on offer within their assemblies. 

I have also met with a number of our Year 11 pupils to 
discuss their ambitions for the future as part of their 

‘Information, Advice and Guidance’ meetings.  Each Year 11 pupil has had 
the opportunity to meet with a senior member of staff to look at their 
plans for the future and to ensure that they know where to go for further 
information.  It is refreshing to talk to them and I love hearing about all 
their hopes and dreams as they make crucial decisions about the next step 
along their educational journey.  It is sometimes hard to believe, yet true, 
that I will have spoken to pupils who will most certainly help shape the 
future, possibly even as scientists, doctors or teachers.

Finally, a reminder that Year 11 pupils have their Parents’ Evening on 
Monday 8th February.  Thank you to parents who have already booked 
appointments; if you still need any, please get in touch with us as soon as 
possible and we’ll try and sort some out for you.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

Key DateS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

examS

22nd-26th February

exam Week

10th march

reSultS day

iNformatioN, 
aDvice & 

gUiDaNce for 
yr11 (iag)

8th February

iag day

football fixtUreS

24th February

Woldgate vS WolFreton conSortium

1400 k.o. home

As we approach the half-term break, students in 
the Sixth Form are preparing for their Mock Exams, 
which take place from 22nd-26th February.  The 

Mock Exams are an opportunity for students to consolidate 
learning that has taken place so far, and the results will 
help to inform their reflections on current progress and 
what they want to achieve in the summer exams.  Students 
should now have a plan in place for revision to ensure these 
Mock Exams accurately reflect their capability. 

Study leave will take place during the Mock Exam week to enable students 
to focus on these exams.  In addition to a focus on academic study, our 
students are also continuing to develop their wider skills and experience.  

In December, a member of Pocklington Rotary Club came in to speak to 
Sixth Form students about the Rotary Youth Leadership Award Scheme; 
this is a 6 day course which runs during the summer. I am delighted to 
say that Callum Gregory, Jim Madeley and Beth Durrant-Walker have each 
completed an application and will now complete an interview before the 
final selection is made. We wish them all the very best of luck.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

mrS lawSoN writeS:
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laNgUageS 
StUDy laNgUageS becaUSe... 

They are fun, They can help you To communicaTe when you Travel, geT a 
good job, earn more money and undersTand oTher culTures! 

it coUlD leaD yoU to... 
a career in many inTeresTing areas such as business, inTerpreTing and TranslaTion, 

educaTion, markeTing, medicine, law, economics and many more!

hiStory

StUDy hiStory becaUSe... 
iT is a fascinaTing subjecT ThaT will inTeresT you and challenge you! you will explore 

evenTs and people in The pasT ThaT have shaped The world we live in Today.
it coUlD leaD yoU to... 

anywhere you choose To go! The skills you will develop could Take you To universiTy and To jobs in 
The world of business, law media and poliTics.  iT will give you a lifelong inTeresT and hobby!

Drama

StUDy Drama becaUSe... 
you will learn abouT yourself and grow as an individual, while developing an in-depTh undersTanding 

of dramaTic sTyles, pracTiTioners and TexTs. iT is creaTive, inTeresTing and exciTing. 
it coUlD leaD yoU to... 

a career in any field: iT is widely recognised by employers and universiTies because iT 
develops creaTive Thinking, problem-solving, Teamwork and confidence.

health aND Social care

StUDy health aND Social care becaUSe... 
iT gives you skills and knowledge in areas of healTh, social care, psychology, and sociology. iT is 

suiTable for sTudenTs ThaT enjoy coursework, This accounTs for a large percenTage of The qualificaTion. 
it coUlD leaD yoU to... 

becoming a social worker, nurse, midwife, medical careers, speech Therapy, paramedic, police 
and armed forces, primary and infanT school Teaching, child care careers, carers role 

in The local communiTy (a direcT rouTe), local council child services and many more.

geography

StUDy geography becaUSe... 
iT inspires us To become global ciTizens by exploring our own place in The world, 
our values and responsibiliTies To oTher people, To The environmenT and To The 

susTainabiliTy of The planeT and develops essenTial Transferable skills.
it coUlD leaD yoU to... 

a wide range of careers as iT is highly regarded by employers: from working for 
cobra (The uk’s emergency response Team) To manage disasTers ThaT hiT The uk, 
To working as a ranger in The lake disTricT naTional park, from managing aid for 

orphans in africa To using saTelliTes and gis To explore oTher planeTs.

SUbject Spotlight
With Sixth Form Taster Day fast approaching, which Subjects will you try?

Sixth Form college
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School & Sixth Form College

Woldgate Main HAll

£3
per Ticket

Fundraiser Event

 Licensed Bar & Food Available
Live Musical Entertainment
Raffle - Prizes to be Won

Tickets Available from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (Press 8)

Fun 
for the 
whole 
family!

The Great Woldgate 

Quiz 2016
26th February 2016

7pm - 9pm

oNliNe paymeNtS remiNDer

Any payment over £5.00 can be made using our online payments system.

This includes: payments for educational visits, resources and topping-up your child’s cashless catering account

THE BENEFITS OF USING THE TUCASI ONLINE PAYMENTS SYSTEM ARE:

• Payments can be made at your convenience (i.e. 24/7) using either a debit or credit card.
• Funds should be available to use (on the cashless catering system) within an hour of you making the payment.
• Each payment can cover multiple items and multiple family members at the school.
• The transactions are secure.
• Refunds can be processed back to the card originally used to make the payment.

• No need for pupils to bring cash or cheques to school.

User guides can be found by following the links below.

The online payments system can be accessed via the school website: www.woldgate.net and selecting the ‘online 
payments’ button on the left-hand side of the home screen.

wolDgate 8 - 0 johN 
leggott college 
(ScUNthorpe)

Woldgate got back to winning 
ways in comprehensive 
fashion after a run of two 

games without a win. The home 
team dominated from the off and 
some well measured pressing high 
up the pitch was causing the visitors 
to concede possession in dangerous 
areas. Elliott Beedle broke the 
deadlock with a crisp header from 
six yards before Woldgate doubled 
their lead courtesy of an own goal. 
Woldgate never looked in trouble 
from this point and added to their 
lead before half time when Beedle 
once again finished well. 

Woldgate maintained their 
dominance in the second half and 
the floodgates opened after 60 
minutes. The unfortunate visitors 
put through their own goal once 
again before George Booth capped 
off a quality display by neatly tucking 
away a loose ball in the six yard box. 
John Leggott didn’t let their heads 
drop though and threatened with a 
30 yard free kick that smashed into 
the cross bar. But this was as close 
as they got to causing the Woldgate 
defence any harm and the home side 
finished off the contest with three 
quick fire goals from Jones, Russell 
and Mills to make the final score 8-0.

noticeboard
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goverNor viSitS
Trudi Fitzhenry visits the Maths Department

The team spirit and camaraderie of the wider staff 
team at Woldgate was commented on as a real 
strength.  Resources were being focused tightly on 

key year groups. I noticed that there is a tangible sense 
of pride in classrooms. Displays are fresh and relevant 
to subject content. Problem solving is encouraged via 
maths challenges on the boards.  Staff display subject 
specific vocabulary linked to that lesson for pupils to 
refer to/learn.  Weekly GCSE questions are displayed to 
encourage pupil participation in working on these. The 
recent redecoration of some classrooms is evident.

The Year 10 classes I visited were working on the new Progress 8 curriculum.  Pupils were on task and well-behaved 
and could talk about their target grade (number) and explain the problems they were solving. They agreed that they 
had weekly homework and that challenge was high. I enjoyed seeing parallels with good primary teaching e.g. loop 
cards being use to engage pupils and move them around the classroom in order to problem-solve and whiteboards 
used to involve all learners during a Q and A starter activity.

Mrs Parker explained the Progress 8 grades and I learned that a 9 = an A** and 5% of pupils nationally are expected 
to achieve this. The ‘higher’ groups are aiming for grades 9 – 4 with the ‘foundation’ groups aiming for grades 5 – 1.  
The national expectation/threshold for the end of Year 11 will be a 5 (C equivalent).

Mrs Parker shared the past 2 years GCSE maths results (84% grade A*-C in 2014; 87% in 2015) which are to be 
commended.  We had a productive discussion about maths mastery and the need for feeder primaries to understand 
that mastery and depth is not just for the more able but a new way of approaching the teaching of maths.  The 
teacher shared copies of the Year 7 mastery planning overview, which was useful to see and mirrors our own mastery 
approach.

Seeing the Year 7 mastery curriculum in action was really useful. I liked the problem solving approach from the 
start with a challenge on the board as all of the children entered the room.  This engaged them in mathematical 
discussion with their peers right from the start. The timed multiplication activity kept pupils focused and displayed 
multiplication tables were on hand to support those who were unsure of their tables facts.

The maths groups observed in Year 11 were tightly 
focused on their learning with the higher group working 
through test questions and analysis.  I was impressed 
throughout the morning with the pupils’ attitudes to 
learning.  Behaviour in and around school was very good, 
with no off-task behaviour noted.  Staff expectations 
are high and pupils respond to these.teaching methods, 
ideas and resources that will enable them to progress 
and achieve.

care & achievemeNt 
co-orDiNatorS

MrS r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

